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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED
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Planning a Summer or Fall Home Sale?

In spite of shifting economic conditions, the Lamorinda seller’s
market remains strong for well prepared, properly priced and
expertly promoted properties.

Call me today for a complimentary property evaluation and
marketing plan. Utilize my 20+ years of local real estate success
to obtain the highest return on your sale.

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

-433- y .\

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

Rodent Prooling
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E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Volunteers with Toris Jaeger at council meeting. Photo Sora O’'Doherty
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Glimme later spoke to the
Lamorinda Weekly, and gave
this reporter a tour of the area
after she had consulted with
an arborist concerning the
safety and fate of the trees on
the 18-acre parcel that is
owned the the OUSD. A rough
estimate of the cost of making
the entire area safe stands at a
quarter- to a half-million dol-
lars. However, the district is
hoping to proceed by address-
ing one area at a time, starting
with reopening the garden
area where volunteers used to
convene each Sunday to work
on raising plants both for food
and for replacing plants in the
nature area. This area is
fenced off, so by trimming the
trees to remove dead branches
it can be made safe for
occupation.

Last week Glimme con-
veyed to the Friends of the
Nature Area that the estimate
for making the garden portion
of the property safe for volun-
teers as well as the Wagner
Ranch Elementary School
Garden, which provides access
to the Nature Area, was
$27,500. Although it is uncer-
tain whether there will be any
funds available in the OUSD

budget, the Friends have de-
cided to commence a
fundraising effort in conjunc-
tion with the Wagner Ranch
Elementary School Garden
Advocates.

The Wagner Ranch Gar-
den, which has also been
closed since the last storms, is
especially critical for the Spe-
cial Education children, ac-
cording to Gina Gabriel, one of
the parent advocates. One
child with a severe disability
has been pointing at the gar-
den area every time he is
nearby, so the Wagner Ranch
Garden parent advocates are
eager to have the school gar-
den reopened.

The next area could be the
kitchen area, however it is not
fenced off from the remainder
of the nature area, so that
might present a difficulty.

Theodore Wagner was a
surveyor general for the state
of California. Wagner bought
241 acres in Orinda in the
1880s and built first a small
ranch, then an elegant two-
story mansion that was the
center of Orinda social life at
the turn of the century. The
property included a forge, a
dairy barn, a brick kiln, a car-
bide gas plant and a winery,
but the family lost most of its

assets in different business
ventures, capped by the fail-
ure of the California Nevada
railroad and a fire that de-
stroyed the main house.

Most of the property be-
came part of the holdings of
the East Bay Water Company,
now the East Bay Municipal
Water District, except for a
portion given to Orinda for a
school, now the site of Wagner
Ranch Elementary. Today
EBMUD owns the creek and
the land beside the creek, in-
cluding approximately 20 feet
on the Nature Area side of the
creek. There was a path
alongside the creek that was
used by the children during
their educational activities in
the Nature Area. That path
was so damaged by the winter
storms that it is no longer con-
sidered safe for the children,
and a spokesperson for
EBMUD states it has no inter-
est in restoring the trail.

According to Toris Jaeger,
Naturalist at the Orinda Na-
ture Area, during their time,
the Wagners planted a num-
ber of non-native trees on the
property, including eucalyp-
tus, Monterrey pines, cedar
trees, and a specimen linden
tree. The property is covered
with many types of oak trees,
including, a black oak, a garry
oak, one or two tan oaks, one
canyon oak, and many valley
oaks and California live oaks.
Some of the oak trees on the
property are as much as 400
years old. Oak trees range in
life span from 300 to 600
years, depending on species.
There are also some redwoods
on the property; redwoods can
live for up to 1,500 years.

Since its inception, the
Nature Area has offered
hands-on experiential educa-
tion to approximately 1,000
Orinda school children annu-
ally. Until the closure of the
Nature Area, the OUSD had

been planning on expanding
the educational opportunities
to other schools. The Nature
Area comprises 18 acres of
meadow, forest, ponds and
streams and is a certified
Schoolyard Habitat (#1568) by
the National Wildlife Federa-
tion. San Pablo Creek, which is
home to thousands of native
plant and animal species, bor-
ders one side of the preserve.
Since 1970, the programs of
the Nature Area have helped
students embrace the connec-
tion between themselves and
their environment and de-
velop a sense of lifelong
stewardship.

The Friends of the Orinda

Nature Area is a grass roots
nonprofit organization formed
in 2005 to prevent construc-
tion of a maintenance yard on
site of the Nature Area. The
Friends again stepped up in
2009 to fund education pro-
grams when the Orinda Union
School District was unable to
continue its support for the
Nature Area due to funding
limitations. Since then, The
Friends have received sub-
stantial donations from the
community for the naturalist,
nature aides, and materials
needed to conduct environ-
mental education. For infor-
mation, visit www.fwrna.org
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Heart of Walnut Creek
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Dream Location, Walk Score 90, Duplex Oozing with Charm!
This property has the best of all worlds with fantastic schools,
gorgeous private setting
overlooking creek, vintage charm of hardwood floors, rustic brick
and more. Each unit has private entries, yards, HVAC systems and
laundry. Fan-tastic rental history from this duplex zoned high
density. Sunny, lushly planted private yards, steps away to park and
library. Contact Broker, Holly Fitzsimmons for details. $1,898,000.

location to all downtown amenities,

Holly Fitzsimmons, Broker

HF Real Estate and Design Services
h.fitzsimmons@att.net

925.997.1001
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Brad Allen Math Tutoring
David Born, CFP
Emily Estrada Real Estate
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ORINDA NETWORK for EDUCATION

Thank you to our Business & Realtor Partners for preserving

the tradition of excellence in Orinda schools. The Orinda

community has maintained a long-standing tradition of

Diane Dwyer, Compass
Jessica DiBiase Fitness

Margaret Zucker, Village Associates

Suzanne Geoffrion, Coldwell Banker
Lynn Molloy, The Beaubelle Group

Suzi O'Brien Homes
Saberi Design Build

Altie Schmitt, Village Associates

Clark Thompson, Village Associates

bridging the gap between state funding and the actual cost

to educate each student in Orinda on an annual basis. ONE

is grateful that we are able to count on you to support our

schools and our students.

Great schools translate to outstanding communities.
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21 C Orinda Way #123, Orinda CA 94563

ONE is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit organization. Tax ID #94-2623617



